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have been pointed out For my own part, I have
no doubt that many of these objections are well
founded, and that there are various changes and
improvements which it will be essential, sooner or
later, to make. But in regard to the general success
of the new system, so far as it has gone, there neither
has been, nor is, any difference of opinion/

In one respect, however, it has not been found
expedient to allow the intentions of Lord Mayo's
Government to receive their full development In
its first inception, the policy of enlarging the powers
of the Local Administrations included the ultimate
expansion of local rates and taxes. The two projects
are not essentially connected; but as a matter of
history, the question of local taxation proceeded part
passu with the question of provincial assignments.
Both of these great topics had engaged the attention
of Indian Statesmen before Lord Mayo's rule. What
he did was to find a successful solution for the first
of them, and to place the second in a train for
practical settlement

The question of Provincial Taxation was by no
means a new one. As far back as 1861, Mr. Laing,
when Financial Member of the Governor-General's
Council, had set forth the policy of easing the central
Exchequer by Local Rates. He pointed out that,
however anxious the Supreme Government might
be to enable the Local Governments to carry on
works of internal improvement, it simply did not
possess the requisite iunds; and that the Provincial
Governments must either find what they needed by